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which „Me nd vnffable wreſt , as they abe 


the other Scriptures vnto their owne deſtruction. 


HE loue and favour which 
it pleaſed God to beate our 
a, Fathers before the law, ſo 
farre prevail d with him, as 
that without any bookes & 
writings , by familiar and 
2 frendly converſing with the, 
andcommunicating himſelfe vnto them, he made 
them receaue and vnderſtand his lawes : their in- 
ward conceits & intellectualls being after a won · 
derfull manner as it were Figared, and Characterd, 
(as St Beſillexprefles it) by his ſpirit, fo that they 
could not but ſee, and conſent vnto, and confeſſe 
the truth of them. Which way of manifeſting his 
will, vnto many other gracious priviledges which 
it had, aboue that which in after ages came in 
place of it, had this added, that it brought with it 
vnto the man, to whom it was made, a preſervati 
on againſt all doubt and heſitancy, a full aſſurance 
both who the author was, and how farre his in- 
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a: their of- | 


and meaning reacht. Wee | 
i ng aught,as S Ciryſoſtame tells vs, fo ta haue | 


| and out ſelues, that irmighthaue. heen wich 

vs as it was wich them, | de had 
no need ot writing, no otſi but the ſpi. 
rit, no other books but our he M, no other means 


to haue beene tauglit the e i inſpi« | 
rations divinæ inter nam ſua 4 am, ub i 
ine ſonis ſermanum (5 ſiue - elementis luerarum, eo 
dulciù s quo ſecretiùs veritas loquitur; as ſaitb Ful. | 
geting. b r τπνƷ dN. faith Iſidorus Pe- | 
la/iota : for ic is a great argument of our ſname & 
imperfection that the holy things are written in 
bookes. For as God in anger tells the Iewes, that 
he hiniſelſe would not goe before them as hicher · 
to he had done. to conduct theni into the-promi- 
ſed land, but would leaue his Angell with them as 
his deputie: ſo hath he dealt N ith vs, the vnhappy 
poſteritie degenerated from the ancient puritie of 
our forefathers, When himſelſe refuſed to ſpeake 
vnto our hearts becauſe of the hardneſſe of them, 
he then began to put his lawes in writing Which 
thing ſor a long time amongſt his owne people 
ſeemes not to haue brought with it any ſenſible 
inconvenience. For amongſt all thoſe acts of the 
lew es, which.God in bis: booke hath regiſtred for 
our iuſtruction, there is not one concerning any 
ptetended ambiguitie or obſcuritie of the Text & 
Letter of their Law, which might drawe them ia · 


to faction and ſeluſmeʒthe Divell belike hauing o · 


ther 
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plates of dcp. 


cher ſuffiei 
But ever ſmce the Goſpell was committed to 
tingarhat age hat monument oſthe Churc 


Stau, 


is heare — of Setipture: here 
E 


antages on which he wrou 


acts is not full o and ſtrife, concerning the 
force & memin ole writings which the ho · 
ly Ghoſthath leſt Mto be the law & rule of faith? 


of the tirſtpenmen of the holy Ghoſt, 
who in MMiſe wordes which it was not 
law ſull for man to vtter, hath left vs words in wri- 
ting which it is not ſafe for any man to be too bu- | 
ſiero interpret. No ſooner had hee laid downe his 
-penne, almoſt ere the inke was drie, were there 
found Syllabaram ærcupes, ſuch as St Ambroſe ſpake 
of, qui neſcirt aligulderubeſcunt, & per occaſionem 
obſruritatis tendunt laquess deceptionis- , who 


thought there could be no greater dipatagement / 


vnto them then to ſceme to bee ignorant of any 
thing and vnder pretenſe of interpreting obſcure 


places laid gins to entrap the vncautelous: ho ta- 


king advantage of the obſcuricie of 8t Pauls text, 
made the letter of the Goſpell of life and peace, 
the moſt forcible inſtrument: of mortal quarrell & 
contention. The growrh:of which, the Holy 
Ghoſt by the Miniſtery of St Peter, hath indeavo- 
red to cut vp in the bud, and to ſtrangle in the 
wombe, in this ſhort admonition which but now 
hath founded in your eares. V hichthe learned & c. 


In which wordes, for our more orderly procee- 


ding, we will conſider, Firſt, the ſinne it ſelſe that 


We 
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ſandings. Socondly the perſons guilty of this of. 
fence diſcipher d vnto vs in tw Epithets, walcar- 
ned, vnflable. Laſt of e in the laſt 


words, vnto their owne 


on. And ſirſt of the 
ſinne it ſelfe, together with ſome oi eſpeciall 
cauſes ofit. LAY | | 
=7p«8a301.They wreſt. They deale with Scripture 
as Chimickes deale with naturall bodies, rortu- 
ting them to extract that out ofthem which God 
and nature never put in them. Scripture is a rule 
which will not fit it ſelfe to the obliquitie of our 
conceits, but our perverſe and crooked diſcourſe, 


| muſt fit ĩt ſelfe to che ſtraightneſſe of that rule. A 
learned writer in the age of our fathers, commen. 


ting vpon Scripture ſpake moſt truely when hee 
laid bat his Comments gaue no light vnto the text, 
the text gaue light vmto his Comments.Other expo- 
ſitions may giue rules & directions for vnderſtan- 


| = theit authors, butScripture giues rules to ex. 
— 


tion it ſelſe, and interprets the interpreter. 
Wherefore hen wee wade in Scripture, now pro 
ſententia diuinarum Scriprurarum, as St Auſtine 
ſpe ales, ſed pro noſtra ita dimicantes vt tam velimas 
Scripturarumeſſe que noſtra eft: When we ſtriue to 


| giuevnto it, and not to receaue from it the ſenſe: | 


when wee factiouſly comend to faſten our con | 
ceits vpon God: and like the Harlot in the booke 
of Kings, tale our dead and putriſied fancies, and 
25 lay 


Placer of. Ser inture. | 
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ay them inchWoſome of Scripture as of ame- 
ther, then are we guiltie ofthis great ſinne of wii 
ſing of Scripture. The nature of which will the 
better apgeare, if wee conſider a little, ſome of 
choſe mioners Which driue vs vpon it. One very 
potent and ſuong 
on and louę vnto our owne opinions & conceits 
For grow wee We vnto extremities on both 
hands: we cannot with patience either admit of o- 
ther mens opinions, or endure that our one 
ſhould be withſtood. Ag it was in the Lacedemoni- 
an army,almoſt all were Captaines: ſo in theſe dif. 
utes all will be leaders: and we take our ſelues to 
much diſcountenanced, if others thinke not as 
ve doe. So that the complaint which one males, 
concerning the diſſention of Phyſicians about the 
dile aſes of our bodies, is true likewiſe in theſe diſ- 
putes which concerne the cure of our ſoules, hint 
ile circa agros miſere ſententiarum concertationes, 
nullo idem cenſente h, v videatur acceſito altering, 
From hence haue ſprong thoſe miſerable conten- 
tions about the diſtemper of our ſoules, ſingulari- 
tic alone, and that wee will not ſeeme to ſtand as 
cyphars to make vp the ſumme of other mens o- 
pinions, being cauſe enough to make /s diſagree. 
A fault ancic 
rant, that it ne not an Apoſtolicall ſpirit to 
diſcover it, the very heathen themſelues to our 


ſbarply taxt vs for it. Ammianus Adarceilinu pak 


is the excceding ace 


—— Chriſtians ſo appa . 


ſhame and confuſion, haue iuſtly, judiciouſly,and | 
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f Emperour: 
See reli gionem ab ſolutam & ſimplict᷑ (ſaith 


dais tenſure vporrConſhuntii 


eꝛand they are words very well worth your mar- 
king) Obriſtianam religionem 
anili ( uptrſirtrone path In ſcrutænda perplex- 
tus quam — gra _ citznrt aida = 
rima, que progreſſa fuſis alurt concertagipne verbo 
rum — — — 4 2 ur ar- 
bitrium. he Chriſtian religion, a rel _ of great 
{implicitix and perfection, hee troubled with do- 
tage and ſuperſtition. For going about rather per · 
plexedly to ſearch the controverſies, then grauely 
to compoſe them, he raiſed great ſtirres,& by dii · 
puting ſpread them farre and wide vvhilſt he went 
about to make himſelfe ſole Lord & commander 
ofthe whole profeſſion. Now // that it may appear 
wherefore I haue noted this) it is no hard thing 
for a man that hath wit, and is ſtrongly poſſeſt of 
an opinion, and reſolute to mainraine it, to finde 
ſome places of Seripture, which by good hand. 
ling will be woed to caſt a favourable coũtenance 
vpon it. Pythagoras Schollers hauing beene bred 
vp in the doctrine of numbers, when aſterward 
they diverted vpon che ſtudies of nature, fancied 
ynto themſelues ſomewhat in naturall bodies like 
vnto numbers, and therevpon fell into a conceit 
that numbers were the principles of them. So 
faresit with him that to the reading of Seripture 
comes forepoſſeſt with ſome opinion. As Anti 


plrerom Oriztes in Ariſtotle thought that every 


where 
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| Canticles alludinggealls aſter her beloued, as afcer 
| a fhepheard: Shew me, O thou whom my ſoule loueth, 
wheres hou freadeft thy flocke , where thou doſt reſt at 


ing vrgedby the fathers to ſne how the Church 


tion is able to furniſhtheman of ſlendreſt reading 
| with abundance. The texts of Scripture which art 
eſpecially ſubiect to this abuſe, are thoſe that are 


| egdides obſarues of the * and fertile places of 


— Greece | 
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alore him: ſo indivers parts of Scripture where 


theſe men walke, they will eaſily perſwade them · 


| {elues that they let the image of their one con · 
ceits. It was, & is tq this day, a taſhion in the hot 


tet countriesatnoone, hen the ſunne is in his 
retire themſelues to their Cloſets or 


beds, if the were at home, to coole & ſhadie pla- 
ces if they were abroad, to avoid the inconveni · 
enee oi che heat of it + To this the Spouſe in the 


noone. The Donatas oonceiting vnto themſelues 
tharthe Church was ſhut vp in them alone; bo- 


being vniverſall-, came ona ſuddaine thus to boe 
cofindero Afrieke: they had preſently their Serip · 
ture ſot it:for ſo they found it written in the Can- 
ticles: Iudica, quem diligit anima mea, vbi paſda, vbi 
cubes in meridic. In whichtext, meridies doubtleſſe 
as they thought, wastheir Southerne countrie of 
Africke, where the ſhepheard of Iſraell was, and 
no where elſe, to feed his flockes. I may not trou · 
ble you with inſtances in this kinde: little obſerva · 


of ambiguous and doubrfull meaning. For as Thu. 
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Greece chat they were evermorethe occaſions 3 
oſſtirres and ſeditions; the neighbouring nations 
every one ſtriuing ro make it ſelfe Lord of them 


lo is it with theſe places that are ſo fertile, asir 
were, of interpretation, and yceld a multiplicity of 
ſenſe: they are the Palañtra for good wits to proue 
maſteries in, vhere every one deſires p beg Lord 
and abſolute. n 
A ſecond thing occafioning vs to tranigreſſe a. 
gainſt Scripture, and the diſcreet. and ſober hand- 
ling of it, is our too quicłe and ſpeedy entrance 
vpon the practiſe of interpreting it, in our young 
and greene yeares, before that time & experience 
haue ripened vs and ſetled our conceits. For that 
which in all other buſineſſe, and here likewiſe doth 
moſt eſpecially commend us, is our cautelous and 
wary handling it; But this is a flower ſeldome ſeen 
in youtlis garden. Ariſtotle — age and 
youth, males it a propertie of youth, wern i How 
52 gui, to ſuppoſe they knowe all things 
and to be bold in affirming: and the heathen Rhe · 
torician could tel vs, that by this ſo ſpeedy entring 
vpon action, and ſo timely venting our crude and 
vnconcocted ſtudies, quod eſt vbig per nicioſſſimũ, 
prævenit wires fiducia, a thing which in all caſes is 
moſt pernicious, preſumption is greater then 
ſtrength, after the manner of thoſe, who are lately 
recoverd out of ſome great ſickneſſe, in whome 
appetite is ſtronger then digeſtion. Theſe are th 
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| gion to bee the ficreſt arguments to ſpendchem- 


of his ſo tearmed; wherein he diſcufles the queſti- 
on of predeſtinatien, in the very entrance of his 
worke tells vs, that hee therefore enterpris d to 
handle this argument, becauſe ſorſooth hee 


might Ja veniles calores exercere. The ancient Ma. 
ſters dl fence amongſt the Romans were wont to 
| ſervpa poſt, and cauſe their young Schollers to 
practiſe vpon it and to foine and fight with it , as 
wich an adverſarie, Inſteed of a poſt, this young 
fencerhath fet himſelſe vp one of the deepeſt my- 


Scripture ſor his obiect, how great inconveni. 

ence it brings with it, needs no large diſcourſe to 
proue. St /erome,a man not too cafily brought on 
to acknowledge che errours of his writings, a- 
mongſt thole fe things which hee doth retract, 
cenſutres nothing ſo ſharply as the miſtake of his 
youth in this kinde. /x adoleſcentia provocatus ardo- 
re & ſtadio Scripturarum, allegorice interpreta tus 
| ſum Abdiam Propbetam , cuius hiftoriam neſciebam. 
Hcee thought it one of the greateſt ſinnes of his 
youch, chat being carried away through an incon - 
ſiderate heate in his ſtudies of Scripture, he advẽ᷑ · 
tured to interpret dia the Prophet allegorical- 
hy rhen as yet hee ine we not the hiſtoricall mea. 


| WILLS OE 0s reaſon 


ſelues vpon.So Eckjwin his Chryſopaſſus, a worke 


thought it to be the fitteſt queſtion in which hee | 


ſteries of our profeſſion to practiſe his freſhman- | 
ſhip vpon. Which qualitie when once it findes 
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ning. Old men, ſaith out beſt naturall maſter, by 
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terpretations: that every ene might chooſe according 


| ſaith he, be be puſt vp. For as it hath beene noted 


| fer from other rich men only in this, ydmrm wane | 
N 4 pavabrogg anue £xw7 ,, that com- 
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only by way of queſtions and interrogations, after 
the manner of Axiſtotle in his Problemes, that he 
might not, (for fo he giues his reaſon Sy being over 


poſuttue preiudice others, and perad venture truer in- 


to his like ing, & uli quid intelligere non poteſt, Scrip- 
tare Dei det honorem, ſibi timorem : and where his 
vnderſtanding cannot attame vnto the ſenſe of it, 
let him giue that honour and reverence which is. 
due vnto the Scripture, and carry. himſelſe with 


that aw and reſpect which befits him. Whereſore 


not without eſpecial providence it is, thar the ho. 
ly Ghoſt by St Pau / giuing precepts to Fimorhie, 
concerning the qualitie of thoſe who were to be 
admitted to the diſte1ibuting of Gods holy word, 
expreſly preſcribes againſt a young Scholler, leaſt, 


of men who are lately growne rich, that they dif. 
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monly | 
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monly they haue all the faults, that rich mon haue 
and many more:(o is it as true in thoſe who haue 
| latcly attaind to ſome degree and mediocritic of 
| knowledge. Looke what infirmities leurned men 
haue the fame haue theyin greater degree; & ma- 
vy more beſides, Wherefore ifHtppocr ates in hit 
Phyſician tequired theſe two things, el, xe} 
Nero , great induſtrie and long experi 
ence; the one as tillage to ſow the ſeed, the other 
as time and ſeaſon oſthe yeare to bring it to ma · 
turitie: then certainely. by ſa much the more are 
theſe two required in the ſpirituall Phyſiciany b 
how much hee is the Phyſician to a more excel · 
lent part. 

Iwill add yet one third motioner to this abuſe 
of Scriptures, and that is the too great preſumpti · 
on vpon the ſtrength and ſubteltie of our oe 
wits, That which the · Romane Prieſtſometimes 
told an overpleaſant and wittie veſtall Virgin, Con 
Deos ſand maeis quam ſcrtè, hath in this great 
worke of expoſition o — an eſpeciall 
place. Ihe holy things of God muſt bee handled 
ſandle, magi quam — , with feare and teverence, 
not wich wit and daliance. Ihe dangerous effects 
of this haue appeared, not in the groene tree only, 
in young heads, but in nen of conſtant age, and 
great place in the Church. For this was that 
which vndid Origen, a man of as great · learning de 

induſtrie, as ever the Church had any y whilſt in 
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ſublimitie of his wit, in his Gomments on Sorip 
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| woman. , fo pleas himſcifewichehe coneeir of 


A 


Aboſes of hard 

ture, conceaving Meteors and aery ſpeculations, 
| he brought forth thole dangerous errors, which 
drewe vpon his perſon the Churches heavieſt ce. 
fare; andyponpoltericiethe lofſe of hisworkee. 
| Subtile wieted wen in nothing ſo much miſcarrie 
24 in the too much pleaſing themſelues in the 

odneſſe oſ heir one conceits where the like 
idmetimes befals them which bofell T the 
painter, ho hauing to the life pictured an old 


his worke that he died wich laughing at it. feliadar 
Biſhop of Tricca in Theſſahy the author of the . 
thiopick ſtorie, a polite and elegant Lconfeſſe, but a 
looſe and wanton worke , being ſummon d by a 
provinciall Synod was told, that which was true, 
that his work e did rather endanger che manners 
then profit the wits ofthis reader, as nouriſhing 
looſe and wantonconceitsinthe heads of youth: 
and having his choice given him either to aboliſh 
his worke, or to leaue his Biſhopricke;notwilling 
to looſe the reputation of wit, choſe rather tore» 
 igne his place in the Church, &, as I verily thinke, 
his part in heauen. And not in private perſons a · 
lone but even in whole nations, ſhall wee ſinde re- 
markable examples of miſcarriage in this kinde. 
The Grecians;rill barbariſtne beganne to ſteale in 
vpon them, were men of wonderous ſubtletie of 
vit, and naturally over indulgent vnto themſelues 
in this qualitie. Thoſe deepe and ſubtile hereſies 
oonceruing the Trinitie, the divinicie of Chriſt & | 
of t 
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— leet vere. 
ofthe holy bed. the voion anddivifon ofthe 


divine. 
gottẽ in the heat of their wits: yea by the ſtrength 
2 them were they cõceaved: & borne & brought 
to that growth. that if it had beene poſſible for the 
gates of Hello prevaile againſt che Chureh, they 
would haue prevailed this way. Wherefore as 
God dealt wich his one land. which being ſome- 
times the microur of the world for ſertilitie and a» 
bundance of all things, now lies ſubiect to many 
cutſes, and eſpecially to that of barrenneſſe: ſo at 
this day is it with Greece. Where fometimes was 
the Gow and luxurie of wit, now is there nothing 
but extreame barbariſme and ſtupidity, It is in this 
reſpect ſo degenerated, that it ſcarſly for ſome hũ · 
dreth of years hath brought forth a child that car- 
ries any ſhew of his ſathers coũtenance: Godas it 
were purpolely plaguing their miſerable poſterity | 
| with extreame want of that, the abundance of 
which their fathers did ſo wantonly abuſe.. The 
reaſon ofall,chat hetherto ] haue in this point de+ 
liuered, is this · Sharpneſſe of wit hath commonly 
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- ad 


the firſtit comes to paſſe that men no not ho 
to yeeld to another mans reaſonable poſitions;by- 
] the ſecond}, they knowe not ho to keepe them · 
ſelues conſtant to cheir one. It was an excellent: 
F obſervation ofthe wiſe Grecian, pevalreper pay dpe 
S c. Sad and duii —— men vſaaily mannage 


e and perſons, were all oſ them be · 


with it two ill companions, pride, and levitie. By | : 


matters of tate better then quicke and nimble: wits. 


For 


A: mt: 


| 


| dredfamily againſt family geaa man 


For ſuch fortho:moſk pare have not ſertpt Bite 


chers, villcarned,unſtable.Firlt,unlcerned - Icwas 


— — at 


ere g 7 1 


leſlon, the meaning ofthatvoicetharcametorke 
- — was deſirous to remove the | 
es Of his dead frend out ofhisgraue; il d 
vd u, things lawfully ſetled and compoſed mutt 
not be moned, Aren id od. ene ie wtiu- 
Sei arb laith Jalian. Men over buſy art by natare 
vnjit ta governc. For theymoue all things, & ſeaue 
nothing wichout queſtion and innovations wat 
mh Ae, as NAw⁊ langen ſpeakes, out of 
dclire to amend what is already well -· And there - 
Fore we lee that for the moſt part ſuch, if they bee 
in place of authotitie, by vnſealonable and vnne- 
ceſſary tam pering put all things · into tumult and 
combuſtion, Notthe Commonwealth alone, but 
the Church like wiſe hath receau d the like blowe 
from theſe kinde of men. N ria ne in his ſut & 
ewentiech-Ocation , diſcourſing concerning the 
diſorders commictod in the handling of Contro- 
verſies, ſpeakes it plainely: edc Sypul rel prydam 
wur Tis megxos lil, CH Great wits, hot and fierie 
diſpoſitions haue raiſedtheſe tumulis. From theſe it u. 
{lairhhe )ebat Chriſtians are fo dividedauc ure no low 
ger a tribe and a tribe, Iſrael and tudeh, twoparts of a 
ſenall nation:but we are divided kindred againit hin | 
agent himſelfe, | 
Bur I muſthaſten to my ſocond part, 
perfons lere cccounted gailtie of. e Scripture: 
The perſons are noted vnto vs in two Epi- 


St /eroms 
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es of Scripture. 14 
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arts could costaine themſelues withinthe bounds 


ol theit one proſeſſion, sola Seriprareramarseſ, 
i omnes naſſim vendicats Haut garrala anus, 


Sbm complaint, ihas praGitioners of other | | 


— ——— uur baſas, hanc uni. 
Verſo præſumunt, laceraui, doceut ante quam diſcarte 
every one proſumes much vpon his 5kil, and there 
| fore tabe a teacher of Scripture: #&.cauduaies Try - 
e Fagan ve (ſo Masianren (peaks) 
as iſ this great myſtery of Chriſtianitie were but 
| ſome one of the common, baſe, inferior, and con · 
temptible trades. 1, ſpeake not this as it Ienvied 


mY i EE 


may knowe theit hounds, that no vnlearned beaſt 
touch the hill, leaſt hee bee thruſt through with a 
dart. It is true Which we haue heard ,/argunt indo- 
di & rapiunt regnum cælorum: they ariſe indeed, 
bet it is as St Paul ſpeakes of the reſurrection, eus. 
ry man in hu owne order. Scripture is giuen to all, to 
learneibut to teach and to interpret, only to a ſew . 
This bold intruſion therefore ofthe vnlearned in · 
to the chaire of the teacher , is that which here 
with our bleſſed Apoſtle Lam to reprehend. Lear- 
ing in generall is nothing elſe but the competent 
kill ofany man in whatſoever he profeſſes.Vſual. 
call by this name oneh our police and Aca- 


ons;that an well $kild, well practiſed in his one my- 
ſtery . The vnlearned . whom here aur 


} 1 MMM. 
. 


| that all even the meaneſt of che Lords people | 
ſhauld prophecie: but only that all kinde af men | 


—— 
2 


icall ſtudieg but indeed it is common to cuery 


. Apoſtle', 


E 


— 
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ſt of bard 


De Geneſ ad | piore: 


— 


Apoſte rebukes , is uot hes that ——ůů 
multiplicitie of Authors i or that ir not ar Moſes: 
was,tkilfull in all the ſearning of the ians: 
but he that taking vpon him to divide thè Word of 
God, is yet but raw and vnexporienced'; or iſ het 
haue had experience, wants indgementto male 
vſe ofit.Seripture is never ſo vnhappy; is when it 
falls into theſe mens fingers. That old C 
ſaid of the Grecian Pho ßctans; „ quandecang, iffa 
gens liter as ſuas debit omnia corrumpet is moſt true | 
of theſe men. vyhenſoever they ſhall begin to tam. 
per with Scripture, and vent in vtiting their raw 
conceits, they will corrupt & deſile all they touch. 
Outd enim moletiæ triſtitiag temerar — 
ere 15S, Auſtine comp trou- 
ble and theſeraſb pr Ak he}brone | 
oOnte the d ſenceter wrofthe brethron,cannot «1 
ently be expreſi:when being convinced of their _ 


and vngrounded ä the maintaining off 0 | 
which with great levitie and open fi Tee lune 
averd they pretend the aachoritis of the books, 


anarepeat — them even — bearing wit. 
eſſe to whats they huld : mhereas indeed rheydoe_s but 
pronounce the words hut underfland' nos either what 
they ſpeake gr of what things they doe affirme, Belike | 
as he that bought Orpheus Harp, thought it would 
of it ſelſe make admirable melodie, how vnskilſuſ 
1 — ſo theſe men ſu 
babe ture will found wonderfull muſically, if they 
— t ſtrike it, with how great inſclicitie ox in- 


eengruitie. 


— 


| 


| 
| . reaſon ofrheſerneneof” | 


Pliers gf Seriptanv. 


fence againſt Seriprure,is the ſame with the cauſe” 
0 their miſc arriage in civill actiont. u N Spels/ 
Caglaith Tena, ee 9 me. Rade men; 
men of lictle expperiemwce;are 


to he more copious then the learned ſ for eom · 

monly ſuch mem never vvant matter of diſcourſe) 
anſweres that it is becauſe whatſoever conceit 
comes into theirheads, without care or choice 


they broach it. c duct fir elecbio cd he re- 


as learned men are choice in their invention, and 
lay by much of that which offersit elfe fe dear. 
— whom the Lord bath pat wiſdome and vn- 
def lem to worte «ll manner of wor k 
far the ſervice of the ſanddaury, like'Bezaleel ah C 
 boliab retuſe much of the ſtuffe which is preſented 


them. But this kindeofmen whomhere our Apo- 


of God is — 
= grantar quidProphete, quid A. 


Teen eee tent 
— — to ſpeate a 
e more home vnto mine one auditorie: Let 
Ma little conſider not cho we akneſſe of theſe men 


2 
* — 


Fenn 7" URGE of 
2 > Oromo 


moſt: perempto- 
ry: but men experienced;end ſuch ax have wadedtin bo | 


derermi lian mak | 
— ann | 


ich. — 
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| | Which-chey vndertake. So gieat a thingas thevkill 
| s jon ofthe word & Goſpelt iv;fofravght! 
with multiplicitie of authors ; io full ofvarletie vt” 
opinion, muſt needs be eonſeſt es beva marret of 
great learning, and that it cannot; eſpectalſy inour 
daies in ſhort time with a mediocritie of induſtrie | 
be attaind. For if in the Apoſtles times,; When as 

yet much of Scripture was ſcarſby writer, when 
God wrought with men mitaculouſly to infbrine 
their vnderſtanding, & ſupplied by revelatis'what 
mans induſtrie could not yeeld; if I ſay in theſe: | 
times St paul tequired diligens rrudimg. & exprefly' | 
forbad greenneſſe of ſchollarſnip: much more thẽ 
are theſe conditions tequired in out times, where |. 
in God doth not ſupply by initacle our natural de- 
fects, and yet the burden of our profeſſion is inſi 

nitely increaſt. All that was neoeffary in the Ape 
j ſtles times is now necoſſary and mùch more; For 
if wee add vnto the growih of Chtiſtian learning, 
as it was inthe Apoſtles times, but this one cir- 
cumſtance (zorſaynoching of all the reſtꝰ which 
naturally befals our times, and ewuid nbr de requi- 
ted at he hands ofthoſe who guided tie firſt ages 
ol che Church: that is, the knowledge of the ſtate 
ad ſucceſſion af. doavine in the C hure frond | 
time to timeʒ athiag very nereſſaty f the deteta 
mining the controvorſies of theſe our daies: how: 
great a portion ol our labour andinduftriewould! | 
this alone require * Wherefote i Oalnrifitn | 
| | yhoughric nereſſarꝝ io atnioniftiyonrigimEthar | 
\ 12 8 they 
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| 8 t- 
| tor pra: ãflia thougho f ihus tx doe n in art of 
| foinferiourand narrow-aſphereghuch more is ĩt | 
behoofeſulb chat —— in ſo high ſo ſpa | 
cious,ſo large. a profeſſion be advifed vor to-think | 
ihemſelusilufficionthy provided: vpon their ac- 
ö quaintancewah ſome.Notzt/a,or ofiſone 
zechnicall divine, |Looke:vpon! thoſe ſonnes of 
duk, thoſe Giantike voluminous: writers:of 
Romegnzegadofwhomiour liatlo tractats and 
packet oliumet inahis lindg, uhr ate they but ae 
Grafhoppers? I peaks not this like foma ſcditions 
or factious ſpie, to bringweakneſle of hands;or 


5 — — hm rv nA mers but 
A πνe to dura v and knit in hte 


tit — enlaige-your copecttr f and not 
to ſuffer your. labours to hes obpſt and muedvp 
withinchepoyertgof ſome pretended: merhod- 1 | 

lochua eee, 
fer the ficap le Atiuis lani ay ave a3 nινẽuhοiνινε | 
ben unten ic departed fromirberwy the. uud with 
vu frurotlum not. Oulynlet ui ao oanotthimkeymiraders | ;;; | 
eta arbeliaripoſethat thoconqueſtwillbe ports . 


2 — —ö m 

walls olaboſe ſtring Ice fall downolitwes 1 
| anlywalkeaboterHem ;8& blom rammet hurnes. 
Buctzs th voice af Gods people ſonetime was; | 
RD RT” | 


1 — . —— 


— ——— 4 
nutious forme o — — 


able ol 

eepe 

Herepler, Boe forbedes . 
econd<pichery; by which theſe r 
rures, are by de harr ſtiled- 


lency & 


>» 


we 


may ſmorkier and fir 
| — 


tie, by the providenceof God in prevented inthe | 
Church. For vnto it is leſt a 

and ſuſſicient authority, able to y valley, 
and lay low every — — rubs , & make 
our way ſo open and paſſable, that little enquirie 
terues. So that as t were a wonder in the ſchoole 
of nature to ſind one ſetled and reſolued: ſo might 
it ſeeme a marraile that in the Church any mam is 
vnſtable, vnreſoluod. Yet notwithiſtanding even 
here is the vnſtable mã ſound too, & to his charge | 
che Apoſſle lziesthisfinne of wreſüng of Scrip- | 
ture. For ſince that it is ooufeſt at all hands, thar 


ground of our Chriſtiantenents;whentoover we | 


| chewordofGed:Sorhatthemantha t — 
in his religion can never be free v 
Scripture. —ů— — —„— 
gert dilpofiion in ube common n 
— 
ofſi $25 may 
them, For which cauſe they vſnally{tarr,and many 
times fall awaie , pom every t that 36- | 
made. In which too ſuddaine —_ — | 
iecti- 


— 
* — 
ͤ—ü— 


| ereryreader of Scripture q hoe muſt not beema 


henſiue of all outward accidemta, 
ſoule is imwatdly emptie and vnfurniſhed of 


| 


— 
wete an aꝑue ſit. To bring: theſe mon therefore” 


{4 dordandamared with every Sophilme;at is a cer | 


| 4 
. 


vnto an/wvuuds , aſe therm ſetleunes 
of mindle; chat temper thai Stu dohre· 
goire in him that reads. his books; 'ralrrmertumn 


Scriptorum velim indices quire/poufonem nom fens- 


er deſiderent, quum bu quæ legantar ondierint-all 
, — ure frmocempatmnſtbe found in 


ftandandrequirean anſwer to ch ery obiectit hat 
is made againſt them Fon as the Philoſopher tels 


vs that mad and i antaſticall men a —— 


any 
ching ofworthwhich-mighthold-rheinward-at- 
tention of theix minds: ſo when weeareſocaſily 


ment oi great deſect of inward furni- 
— which ſhouldas it were ballace 


the minde andkeepir vpright againſt all ourward | 
aceurrents whatſoever. Andhe it that many times | 


the meancsto open ſuch doubts bee not at hand 


yet S deftineſomezimeſgakewnobibicholie | 
— aha 0ſt as | 


JO” EI AO 


> »_ a - 


he! 


pe badgivenbim:.Nolote canſar rar 5 rn, 
bebe een —.— 


+ cs debemſo. much more muſt we thus refolie 
of thoſe leſſons which Cod teacheth vs: the rea. | 
ſons and grounds of them though they migbt be 
giuen ti it fta not ihat credit and triiſt which we | 
oe him; once to learch into „or call in queſtion. | 
And la l come tothe third generall part, the dan- 
| get of wreſting of Scripture, in thelaſt wordes, | 
vnto their ownedenipation. nn 
Thereward ofevery fin is death. As the worme 
eate3 our the heart of the plant that bred it: ſo 
whatſocuer is done amiſſe naturally Workes no o- 4 
thec end. but che deſtruction of him that ·doth it. 
As this is true in general, ſo is it as true; thatwhe 
the Scripture doth preciſely note out vnto vs 
ſome ſinne, and threatens death vnto it, it is com- 
monly an argument, that thero is more then ordi 
narie that there is ſome eſpeciall ſinne, which ſhall 
drawe with it ſome eſpeciall puniſnment. This fin 
of wrelting of Scripture in the eie of ſome of the 
ancients ſeem d ſo ougly, that they haue ranged 
it in the ſame ranle wich theſinne — 
| ly Ghoſt. And therefore haue they pronounced it 
a ſinne us dos evyſroprms, greater then can bee pardo- 1 | 
ned. For the moſt patt of other ſinnes, are ſinns of 
| inficmicie oefimphicitic M but tiiis is a ſinne of wit 
and ſirength. Ihe man that doth it, doth it with a 
high hand;he knows, and ſees, aud reſolues vpon 
| it. Againe, Scriptuxeis the 2 ice oſ God:and-iris 
con! 
1 "fp 3 — 
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that wilfully ſtriues to faſten ſome ſenſe of his 
owne vpon it, other then the very nitute of the 
place will beare,; muſt needs tale v 
perſon of God, & become a new inditer of Scrip . 
ture:and all that applaud and giuꝝ conſem vnto a- 
ny ſuch ; in effect cry the fame that the people did 
to Herod be voire of Cod aud nos of man. It he then 


pon him the 


that abaſes the Princes come deſerves to die, what 


ishisdeſert thae inſteed of the fried filver of Gods 


word ſtamps the name and character of God'vp6 


Nehuſbtes , vpon baſe brafen ſtuffe ofhisowne? | 


Thirdly, No Scripture is of private interpretation, 


ſaith the Apoſite. There cor. therfore be but two. 


certaine and infallible interpreters of Scriprurc:ei- 
theritfe)fe;or the holy Ghoſt the author of it. It 
lelfe doth then expound it ſelſe, when the wordes 
& circumſtances doe ſound vnto vs the prime and 
naturall and principall ſenſe. But when the place 
is obſcute. involu d and —— or when there is 
contain d ſome ſocret and hi e nd 
the prime ſenſeʒiufallibly to — —— 
be no interpreter but the holy Ghoſt that gaue it. 


| Beſides theſe two, alt other interpretation is pri 


vate. Wherefore as the Lords ofthe Philiſtines 
ſometimes ſaid of the kine that drew the arke vnto 
Bethſhemefh : ¶ they goe of themſelues, chew i rhis 


fom God but if thty gos another way,; Men & it not 
from God is is ſore chance that hath hapned uno v 


ſo. 


— 


| 


| * 
N conſeſi by all cheat the ſenſe is Seripture rather he 
— rye rs 1 Bat Reer 
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lo may it hee ſaid of all pretend ed ſenſe of Sorip · 
ture: ll Seripture came vnto it of it ſelſe, then is it 
af God⸗hut if it goc another way, or if it bee vios 
lemly vtged and goaded on, then is it but a mattor 
ofchance,of mans wit& invention. As for thoſe 
ſumption af che ſpirics helpeinprivatcyin judging 
or intorpreting of difficuleplaces of Scripture, 1 
| muſt needs confeſſe I haue oſten wondted at the 

boldneſie of them. The ſpiriris a rhing ofdarke & 
ſoctet operation æhe maner ofit none can deſcrie. 
As vnderminers are never ſeene till they haue 
| wroughttheir purpoſe; ſo the ſpirit is never per- 
ceaved but by its effects. The effects of the ſpirit | 
(as fate as they concerne knowledge and inſtru 
ction are not particular information ſor reioluti | 
on in any doubtſull caſe ( for this were plainely 
revalation Jbut as the Angell which was ſent vnto 
Connelia informes him not. but ſends him to peter 
to ſchoole: ſo the ſpirit teaches not, but ſtirres vp 
in vna deſite to leatne: Deſire to learne males vs 
| thirkafter the meanes: and pious ſedulitie & care. 
ſulneſſe males vs watchfullin the choice, and dili. 
gent in the vſe of our meanes. The promiſe to the 

Rooltes ofche ſpicit which ſhould lead them in 
to allituth, was made good vnto them by private 
andiecretinf their vnderſtandings, with 
che knowledge of high and heavenly myficries, 
| whichasyer had never entred into the conceit of | 
1 | 
| * 2 f p 1 


As 
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5 Porwhavwas writeen: 


by revclation in their hearts; for-our infleution- 
| havetheywrictewineheirbookes,Fo vs for infor- 
| mation , other wiſe then out oſtheſe bookes, the 
| ſpirir ſpeaksnot, Whẽ the ſpirit regenerats a mã, 
it inſuſes no knowledge of an point of faith, but 
ſends him tothe Church and to the Scriptores.” 
When it ſtirces him vpro'newneſle of life, irexhi- | 
bits not vnto him an inventory of his finnes;as hi 
thercovnknawne;but either ſuppoſes thẽlmoune 
ia the law of nature, of which no mancan bee ig. | 
norant; or ſends him to learne them from the 
mouth of his teachers. Mote then this in the or- 
dinary procecding:ofthe holy ſpirit j in matter of 
inſttuction. Iyer could never deſerie. So that to 
ſpeabe ofthe helpe ofche ſpirit in private, either 
in dijudicating , or in interpreting of Scripture, is 
to ipeake they knowe not what. Which l doe the 
rather note, ſirſt, becauſe by experience we haue 
learuts, how apt men art to call their private con 
ccits the ſpirit · And againe, becauſe it is the eipe- 
ciall errour, with which S Aufl ine long agot char- 
gedthiskiade of mem tant furt ad bre faci- 
— ftbt wilendur ſpritu excetere + by To; 
much die moreproneare they to kindle ſchiime 
and contention in the Church hy how much they: 
ſeeme to thomſeues to bee endued witha more. 
eminent meaſuro · ot ſpirit then their brerhrenz: | 
whilſt / e A, ον ie wagon yen, 
0 287 Raſili ſpeakes)wnder * AR | 
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| rently pertarme not as him, me 
thus te matte all the-places abus are ſpoken of him far | 


the c 
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F e ever doth helpa 


—————— 
vpon them dus buſimeſſe of in 

tau aſſerenda incerte dubieg, opinionu, ſaith St. 4. 
Hine, als cae ſacrflegycrimen gv theraſhneſſs 
 afghole.chat avette vncertaine and doubtſull in- 


torpretatons for Cachalle and abſolute „cam 

hatdly eſeape the ſinno of factilege- · 
Butayhereas our Apoſtle ſaich, cheir one abs 
A ructdion, is the deſtruction onclytheirowne?-this 
were well if it ſtretched no farther. The anciems 
much complaine of this offence, as an hinderet of 


the ſalyation oſothera There were in the daies oh | 


lſadarus Peluſſota ſotme that gaue out chat all in the 
old Teſtament was ſpoken of Chriſt: belike out of 
extreame oppoſuiõ to the Afanichees, who onthe 
otherſide taught that no text in the old Teſtament 
did foretell of Chriſt. Thas Father thereforeders 
ling with ſome of that opioion „ tels them how 
— che danger of their tenent is. di 570 fit 


| ni iN, 74 afidrws rpnuire | id Sen 


DUN, for if, ſaithhe, me ſriue wnbuuolance 


ta dame and apply theſe texts to Ciniſt, miuah up 
— ſhell gar nothing but 


e di{creduethe Sromethoſather te ftimes 


| Ikeyotoaſuborn dwitneſſa. 
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to bee: ſuung, 
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bad 


* 


| hisreproofe.For he 
| ſcandall vnto the word, and hindeters of the con- 


—— . 
and Phyfiologie , quite contrary vmto ſome parts 


And evident vnto ſenſe. A man would thinke that 
this were but a ſmall crrour , and yet hee doubt: 


not to call t aue m C prrvicioſwm & max ind 
| cavendum. — EYWTT APD I of 


verſion of ſome hearhen men that were ſchollars. 
For how Jainh he, ſhall they belren⸗ our bookes of. Seripe 


| rare perſwading the re ton of the dead, the king- 
| cont of an 227 
fe they ade then faultic im theſe things ," of 

ichthem{claes haue undeniable ation 


the cauſe wee maintaine bee never ſo 
yet the iſſue of diſeas d and craxie proofe: 
to maintaine it, muſt needs bee the ſame. 
Bor vnto ill cauſes, be they never ſo 
neſſt ofptooſe, hen it is di ings great 
but vnto the cauſe of religion moſt of 

all. Sr U obſeru d that there were ſome gu; 


yea 


vel ver 


ſuch to haue beene a 


weake- | 


ur fan e profitentar a 


a 


ö 


eee — 
vs no th of their ow ne, but the vice and im 
— ry nt 
tion is a zu- 
cients ſeeme to haue made a religion to meddle 
with it, and thought it much better to admire it 
with ſilence, then to adventure to expound it: and 
therefore amongſi their labours in expoſition of 
Scripture, ſcarſiy is there any one ſound. that hath | 
toucht it. But our age hath talen bettet heart, and 
{carfly any one is who hath entertained a. 
conceit of his owne abilities hut he bath ta- 
ken that booke 28 a fit ar ument 20: ſpend his. | 
paines on- Tharche Church of Rome hath geear- 
cauſe to ſuſpect her ſelfe to ſeare ſeaſi (bechauen 
great part in the propheeies of that boola, I think | 
the moſt partiall wil not deny. Yer vnto che e- 
poſitors of it, l will giue this adviſe, that they look 
that that beſah not them, which. Thaudides ob 
—U—ä — men 2 who 
though meants to acquit them: 
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| frenged ; comfort chemſclues with imerpiraci 


nnsofcerrmme Jdarke &2bſcurc prophecies,” Ma. 


cient ſtrength to overthrowe the: 
ahele,abd ground our ſelues ATC EX - 
poſirions ofthis bod weehallinſily ſrem e in 


dhe povertie ofbetter proofes, to teſt our ſelues 


thoſe prophecies; which, though in them · 
— ire moſtcertaine yet our expolitions 
of them muſt, :excepr God giue yet furthor 
light vnto his Church) neceſſarily bee mixt wich 
much vncertaintic,as being at the beſt but vnpro 
bable coniectures of our owne. — 
be found a thing more harmeſull to religion, then 
to vent thus our own conceits ,and obtrude them 
vpon the world for neceſſary and abſolute. The 
Phyſicians sleill as I conceaue of ir; ſtands as much 


ea opinion, as any that Hknowe , wharſvever. Vet 


cheir greateſt maſter Hippocrates tells them direct 

ly timers 53 pau ir hilf. &c. hen the Phyſicians pres 
tian upon opinion , there is not one thing that 

| bringes either more blameto bim{elfe or danger to his 

par ient. If itbe thus in an arewhich opinion taken | 

away, muſt needs fall; how little roome then muſt 

opinion haue in that knowledge, Whese nothing 


can haue place but whatis of eternal truth where 


i once we admit of opinion all is overthrowne? 
Bar Iconcludethis point, adding onely this gene | 
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plaves of Scripture. 
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s, chat the rrror and wealt· 


0 
neſſe of being ards diſcovered brings 
} groat di to Chriftianitic ,, and trouble 
| cothe-Ghwrchi: The Ea ſterne Church before 8 


Bab time, had catertained generally 2 conceie, 
that thoſegreeke particles i, (Cuo,#:8: and ti ereſt, 
were ſo divided among the-Trinine, that each of 

the perſons had his particle which was no way ap- 

pliable to the reſt. St hui haunig diſcoveredthis 

| robebura nierneſle and needleſſe curioſitie, bo. 

ginning to teach ſo, rais d in the Church ſuch a 
tumult, that hee brought vpon himſelſe a great la. 
bour of writing many tracts in apologie for him. 
ſelſe, with much adoe, care matters could againe 
be ſetled. The fault ofthis was not in Baſil, who re- 
ligiouſly fearing what by way of conſequenoe 
might enſue vpHan error, taught a truthʒbut in the 

Church, ho formerly had with too much facili. 

tie admitted a on ſo iuſtly ſubiect to ex 

ception. And let this ſuffiice for our third part. 


our Apoſtles admonition is to giue the Church a 
| caveat how ſhee behaue her ſelſe in handling of 
Scripture, glue me leaue a little, inſteed of the vſe 
of ſuch doctrines as I haue formerly laiddowne, 
toſhew you , as farre as my conceitcanſtrerch, 


| ia our poſitions, where cxprefie tert of Scripture 
| failewvszcharwelapnar ourowne: colletions&e | 
concluſions wi precipirancie: For ex- 


| Now becauſe it is apparancthat the end of this | 
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| what courſe any man may take to ſaue himſeife 
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text whatſoever notwithſtanding. Fot ich pur 
poſc the diligent obſeruing of two rules ſnhallbee 
throughly availeable. Firſt, The luterall plaine, 1 
addition or ſupply by wa of interpretation ;is-that ar 
to accept, except it bee there where the holy Ghoſt bim 


any peculiar conceit of mine but that vnto hich 
our Church ſtands neceſſarily bound. When wee 


receded from the Church of ame, one motiue 


was, becauſe ſhe added vnto Scripture her gloſſes 
as Canonicall, to ſupply what the plaine text of 
Scripture could not yeeld. If in place ofhets, wee 
ſet vp our owne gloſſes, thus to doe were nothin 
elſe but to pull downe Baal, and ſet vp an Ephod; 
to runne round, and meet the Church of Rome a- 
gaine in the ſame point, in which at firſt wee leſt 
her. But the plaine, evident and demonſtratiue 
ground of this rule, is this. That authoritie which 
doth warrant our faith vnto vs,muſt every way be 
free from all poſſibilitie of errour. For let us but 


any one point of faith ſhould not be true; if ic bee 
once granted that I may bee deceaued in what! 
hauebelcened;how can I be aſſur d chat in the end 
I ſhallnot be deceauedꝰlfthe author of faith may 
alter: or if the evidence and aſſurance that hee 

| hath 


1 —— 450 
| tomoſiting violence vnto Scripture,andreafonar: | 
| bly ſettle himſcife any pretended obſcuritie ot ib 


vncontroverſable meaning of Scripture without any 


lone which for groundoffaith we are neceffaritybound | 


once admit of this, that there is any poſſibility that 
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ſelfe treads vs out another waie. l tale not this to bee 
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places af Seripture. 


| 


— 


Firſt, chat the author oſit bee ſuch a one, as can by 
no meanes be deceaued, and this can bee none but 


ambiguitie, no vncettainetie of interpretation. 


hath left ys be not pregnant, and impoſſible to bee 


doubtfulneſſe and wauering, wiiich che nature of 
faich excludes. I hat ſaith therefore may ſland vn- 
; ſhaken, two things are oſ neceſſnie to concurre. 


God. Secondly that the words and text of this au. 
thor vpon whom we ground, muſt admit of no 


the trumpet gine an uncert«ine_ ſound,who ſhall pro. 
vide himeſelfe to batsle,Ifthe words admit a double 
ſcnſc,and l follow one, ho can aſlure mee that 


ver. This doctrine of the litterall ſenſe was never 
greivous or prejudiciallto any, but onely to thoſe 
who were inwardly conſcious, that their politi 

ons were not ſufficiently grounded, When Cardi- 
nall Caietan in the daies of our grandfathers had 
forſaken that vaine of poſtilling and allegoriſing 
on Scripture, which for a long time had prevaited 
in the Church, and betaken Ficdſelfe vnto the li 
terall ſenſe: it was a thing ſo diſtaſtfull vnto the 
Church of Rome, that her was forc'd to ſinde out 
many ſhifts, make many apologies for himſelſe. 


defeated; there is necefſarily opened an inlet to 


that which I ſollowe is the truth ? Forinfallibilicy |. 
either in iudgement, or interpretation or wharſo- | 
ever, is annext neithet to the ſea of any Biſhop, | 
nor to the Fathers, nor to the Councells; not to 
the Church , nor to any created power wharſoe- | 


The truth is as it will appeare to him that read 
= his 
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 AWerof hard” \ 
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his wrieings)chis ſticking cloſe to the htteral tenſe 
was that alone which made himrofhake many of 
thaſe tenents, vpon which the Church of Rome 
and the reformed Churches differ, But when the 


importunitie of the reformers, and the great cre· 
dit of Cavs writings in that kinde, had forced 


thedivinesofRomerolevalltheirinterpretations 


the ſame line:when they faw that no paines, no 
ſubtletie of wit was ſtrong enough to defcar the 


lirerall evidence of-Scriprure: it draue them on 


thoſe deſperate ſhelſes, on which at this daie they 
ſticke, to call in queſtion, as farre as they durſt, the 
credit of the Hebrew text, & countenance againſt 
it acorrupt tranſlation ; to add traditions vnto 
Scripturezand to tnake the Churches interpreta- 
tion, ſo pretended, to bes aboue exception. As for 
that reſtriction which ĩs vſually added to this rule, 
that the literall ſenſe is to be taken, if no abſurdity 
follow, though l acknowledge it to be ſound and 
good yet my adviſe is that we entertaine it warily, 
Sc Baſil thought the precepr of Chriſt to the rich 
man in the Goſpell, Goe ſell all thou ha?t and giue vn 
te the poure; to be fpoken as a command vnivetſally 
and eternally binding all Chriſtians without ex 
ception. And making this obiection, how poſſibly 
ſuch a life could bee amongſt Chriſtians, ſince 
here all are ſellars, none eould be buyers: ai ii 
6 (ſaich he) r⁵ drome nr homlizar onaſp3 Nc. 


Que norme the ſenſe of my Lords commands. He 
thut gear the law can provide to gine it poſſibilitie of 
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lief Spe. 
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f 
being kept without any abſurditie> at all. Which 
ſpcech,howſoever we may ſuppoſe the oceaſion 
| of it to be miſtakenʒ yet is ĩt of excellent vie, to re- 
[preſſe our boldneſfe, whereby many times, vnder 
pretence of ſome inconvenience,we hinderScrip- 
ture fram that latitude of ſenſe,ofwhich iris natu · 
rally capable. You knowe the ſtory ot the Ro · 
mane captaine in Gelluus, and what hee told the 
ſhipwright, that choſe rather to interpret, then to 
execute his Lords command: Corrumpi arg, difſol- 
' vi0mne imperantis officium , ſi quu adm quod facere 
| 14ſſus eſt non obſequio debito,ſed conſilio non deſidera- 
ts reſ pandeat. It will certainely in the end proue ſa- 
fer for vs to entertaine Gods Commandements 
| 4bſequio debito, then to interpret them acumiur now 
2 Thoſe other waies of interpretation, 


whether it be by allegorizing, or alluſion or what. 


which Baſil hath pronounced: A nano diver vb 
abr am oaueve.nnnti 3.1) s wdrv feces, r account 
| of them 45 of trimme elegant, and wittie ſpeeches, but 
we 1155 to accept of them , as of vndoubted truthes. 
And though of ſome part of theſe that may bee 
ſaid which onefaid of his 2 worke; qui ad- 
um luſi, quod ad male ſtiam laboravi, in reſpect ofa» 
oO — ga es by them, they are but ſport, but in 
reſpect of the paines taken in making of them 
they are labour and travaile: yet much of them is 
ofercellent vſe in private, either to raiſe our aſſe. 
Rions,or to ſpend out meditations, or (fo it bee 
+ ST 
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loever, the beſt that can bee ſaid of them is that 
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Auſonins in 
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lutely condemne thelcinterpretations, then muſt 
| wecondemnea great part of antiquitie, ho are 


with modeſtie) to practiſe our gifts of wit to the 


honour of him that gaue them. For if wee abio· 


very much converſant in this kinde of interpre. 
tiog . For the molt partiall for antiquitie cannot 
chulg but ſee and confeſſe thus much, that forthe | 
litterall ſenſe the Interpreters of our one times, 
becauſeoſtheir skill in the originall languages, 
their care of preſſing the circumſtances and cohe- 
rence of the text; of comparing like places of 
Scripture with like, haue generally ſurpaſt the beſt 
ofthe ancients. Which Iſpeale not to diſcounte | 
nance antiquitic,but that all ages, all perſons may 
haue their due. And let this faffice for our firſt 


e. | 

The Iewiſh Rabbines in their Comments on 
Scripture ſo oft as they met with hard and intri. 
cate texts, out of which they could not wreſt the- 
ſelues, were wont to ſhut vp their diſcourſe with 
chis, Elias cum uenerit, ſalvet dubia: Elias (hall an- 
ſwer this doubt When he comes. Not the lewes 
only, but the learned Chriſtians of all ages haue 
found many things in Scripture which yet expect 
Eli as. For beſides thoſe texts of Scriptures, which 
by reaſon of the hidden treaſures of wiſdome, and 
depth oſ ſenſe & myſterie laid vp in them, are not 
yet conceau d, there are in Scripture of things that 
are dne ceiries, ſcemungly confus d, irailio r, carry. 
ing ſemblaace of contrarietie, anaclroniſwes, meta- 
chroniſmes, | 


<— — 


kt 


placed of Scripture. | 


chroniſmer, and the like, which bring infinite ob- 
ſcuritie to tlie text: there are I ſay. in Scripture 
| more of them, then in any writing that I knowe 
lecular or divine. Ii wee meane nor to ſettle our 

ſelues till all theſe things are anſwered, let vs rake 
heed leaſt the lie be ſaid to vs; which 5* ouſfteve 
ſaid to ſome of the Gentiles 5; who refuſed to be. 
eeue till all obiections were fatisfied ſuss enim in. 
| numerabrles qua non ſunt finiende ante fidem , ne vi. 
ta funiatur fine fide, The CLareopagites in Athens,whe 
they were troubled in a doubtſull caſe in which 
durſi nat proceed: to ſentence, were wont 

cauſam im diem loneifimem diſſerre, to put it off till 
a day of heating for ſome hundrerh _ after,a- 
voiding by this meanes the further being impor- 
tun d with the ſuit. To quiet our ſelues in theſe 
doubts it will be our beſt way in diem long ifßimam 
diſferre, io put them to ſomeday of hearing a farre 
off, even till that great day, till Chriſt our true 
Elias (hall come, who at his comming ſhal anſwer 
all our doubts, and ſettle all our waverings. Meane 
wiile till our Elia come, let vs make vſe of this ſe· 
cond rule. In places of ambiguous « nd daub t full or 
darke and intricate meaning, it i ſaſficient if we reli. 
giouſly admire and acknowledge and canfeæ: vſing 
| that moderation of _Avuſtine: Neutra partem aſfir- 
| | mantes ſue deſlruentes, ſad tantummodo ub audaci af 
femandi præſamptione revotuntes. Quieredit faith. 
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one ſati eſt ili quod Chriſtus inteſligat. To vnder- 
fan belongs to Chriſtthe author ofourfairtyrs 
Bs: | 


VS. | 
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ys is ſufficient the glory ofbeleeuing. Wherefore 
we are to adviſe,not ſo much how to attaine vnto 
the vnderftanding of the myſteries of Seriptare; 
as how it beſt fits vi to carry our ſelues when ei- 
ther the difficultie of the text, or vatietie ofopini. . 
ons ſhall diſtract vs. In the ſixth general Councell 
Honorius Biſhop of Rome is condemned for a At. 
nothelite. Two Epiſtles there are of his which are 
roduc d to giue evidence againſt him. For the 
bft haue nothing to ſay. For the ſecond) {peak 
with ſubmiſbon to better judgement) notwith- 
ſtanding the ſharpe proceeding of the Councell 
againſt him, I vrerily ſuppoſe that hee giues vnto 
the Church the beſt counſaile, that ever yet was 
giuen for the ſetling of doubts, and finall deciſion 
of controverſie. For that which he teaches in that 
Epiſtle at leaſt in thoſe parts of it, which there are 
brought, ſounds to ne other purpoſe but this: 
That whereas there was lately raiſed in the Church a 
comtrover ſie concerning the dualitie or unitie of wils 
in Chriſt, ſince that hitherto nothing in the Church 
concerning either part hath beene expreſly taught, his 
connſaile was that men would rather ceaſe to doubt, 
thew to be curious to ſearch for any 2 their 
doubtings,and ſo abſtaine from teaching dottrinally 
either part, and content themſelues with that ex- 
preſſe meaſure of faith , with which the Church hath 
bitherto reſt ſatisfied. This to my conceitis the drift 
ofhis Epiſtle, How this adviſe of the Biſhops was 
appliableor how it fitted the queſtion then in cõ | 
2 troverſie 
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| one part, helongꝭ not to me to diſcuſſe. Bur I veri- 


| who in all ages haue beene ſet to governe the 


that it was abſolutely noceſſary ſor them, 
5 Aru oa beyronu An ae 


ly petſiwade my felfe,that if it had pleafed thoſe, 


Church of God berimesto haue made vſe of this 
adviſe, to haue taught men rather not to haue 
doubred,, then to haue expected ſtill ſolution of 
their doubtings: to haue ſtopt and damm d vp the 
originals add iprings of controverſies, rather then 
by determining for the one part, to give t hem as 
it were a pipe and conduit to convaie them topo» 
ſteritie, I perſwade my ſelſe the Church had not 
ſuffred thatinvndationof opinions, with which at 
this e amen it not St Pauli one 
practiſe, When hauing brought in a queſtion con- 
een Godyjnflicela e , hee giues 
no other anſwere but this, O man, who art thou that 
d:(putefl with Gad 7 Is it not his plaine purpoſe to 
adviſe the diſputer rather not to make the queſti- 
on, then to require a determination of it at his 
hands? How many ofthe queſtions even of out 
one times , o___ _ ney are - home a | 
mongſt vs, might by this way long ſince haue 
. ? Lhaue, Iconfeſſe, the famedil- 
eaſe chat my firſi parent in Paradiſe had, a deſire 
to nome more then Lnerd-Burlalwaiesthoughe 
ita vety iudicious commendation, which is given 


rene to bride hi de- 
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ſam ſeientiam proſter ij. It ſnall ee Chri- 
0 ſtian modeſtie to participate ſomewhat df the 
g Sceptile and to vſe their ix er; till the d und; 
R remainder of our knowledge bee ſupplied by 
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1 p Chriſt: In quem ſic rein, 3 | 
| 0 I apevietetharmpulſantibus , ale mode af er e 
| | munmurere debeemw. Fo conclude; Se Auſtine in 
1 
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his eightieth Epiſtle difcourſing of the ſpcedie or 


k ſlow comming of our — — to! 
h ſhew that it is the ſafeſt ae to tench either bur " 
1 of to ſuſpend our beloeſe, & confeſſe our ignorance, 
[| q ranging himſelfe with men ofchis ihpes,#h obſecrote 
| 4 (ith he to Heſyabs, to hõ he writes ihat Epi · 
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5 ile) oh ſcro te vime talem mor ſprrnas, So giue me 
> leaue to cõmence the ſame ſuit to you ? obſ ero vos | 

vt metalem ns ſperna tis. Let me requeſt you beare: 
wich me, ibl be ſuch 2 — as Ihaue St Auſtine — 
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auditoric, though leſſe agrecablæ withthis ſolem- 


i ver hath bcene deliuered out of this place, 
God grant chat it may bee for his ho- | 


Se ehe. and give dale eser ; 


+ Thus iolicedotadifonrts which was due - 
eee lorious reſurredion 
ofour hleſſed Saviour, e benefits that come 
vnto vs by it; Ihaue direrted my ſelſa upon ano- 
thet the ame, more neceſſary as1 * this 


nitie. Thoſe who haue gone afore mee in that ar 


. a harveſt, that the | 


(lug ofmy gatherings muſt needs haue beene but 


— had with Rath gleand out of their ( 


raind EX induſtrie which is but ſmall, 


0 dee hich are none, co haue held your at- al 


tiueneſſe with new andquaintconceits. In the 
meane time, whether it be 1 orthey , or whatſoe- 


nour., and for. the Churches. 
good, to whom both it & 
wee are dedicate. 
To God the | 
Father, | 
&c. 
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